Association between clinical activity and high-resolution tomography findings in pulmonary Wegener's granulomacytosis.
Wegener's granulomatosis is characterized histologically by necrotizing granulomatous angitis that most commonly involves the upper, lower respiratory tract, and kidneys, but may affect any organ system. The aim of the study was to assess the usefulness of high-resolution computed tomography (HRCT) for evaluating pulmonary disease activity in Wegener's granulomatosis patients. Pulmonary disease activity at the time of examination was scored in 66 patients with Wegener's granulomatosis according to clinical, radiological, and bronchoscopic findings: activity group (n=43, Group 1), past activity group (n=14, Group 2). Of 66 staging examinations, 57 (86%) revealed abnormal CT scans: masses or nodules (30 patients in Group 1 and 6 patients in Group 2, parenchymal opacifications (15 in Group 1 and 1 in Group 2), pleural irregularity (3 in Group 1 and 10 in Group 2). We conclude that HRCT may be a useful supplement to clinical scoring of disease activity in Wegener's granulomatosis with pulmonary involvement.